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Abstract

The present study aims to scrutinize the role of the Bible in the understanding of Islamic narrations, employing a holistic
and methodical approach. In this respect, the authors find that alteration/distortion (Tahrif) has not affected all parts of
these religious texts, and “interreligious commonalities” and “partial propositional validity” may serve as the basis for
understanding narrations that share the same concepts and themes. The biblical propositions are classified under three
distinct categories of “pro-sentences”, “contrapositions”, and “false propositions” compared to propositions in Islamic
logic. Qualitatively, such propositions are not supposed to have an independent and/or separated function as regards other
criteria when it comes to the understanding of narrations. In terms of quantity, these propositions require full and subject-
driven inclusion so that no single piece of data is left out. Notably, the three mentioned categorizations may be used as
an analogy to “the understanding of ambiguities in narrations”, “expansion of the meaning of ambiguous Quranic verses”,
and “the understanding of abstruse statements”, respectively, on the condition that the qualitative and quantitative

peculiarities of each are duly taken into consideration.
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Introduction

The narrations or traditions (Hadith) of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) and the Imams (Peace Be Upon
Them) are among the primary sources of the Islamic religion. These narrations are significant because of their pivotal
role in understanding the Quran. A remarkable aspect of religious faith and concepts is conveyed through narrative
propositions, without which a comprehensive understanding of the religion may not be achievable. There are, however,
multiple impediments to understanding the statements and lexicons, which can be overcome through the use of suitable
instruments, knowledge-based data, and complementary resources.

Considering the mentioned points, the present study aims to scrutinize the role of the Bible as an epistemological
source for a better understanding of Islamic narrations sharing the same themes with their biblical counterparts and to
determine the plausibility of the Bible to find the suitable answer to the following two research questions:

1- Is distortion (Tahrif) of the Bible or alterations made to the revelations of God an impediment to the understanding
of Islamic narrations?

2- What fundaments, rules, and methods must be utilized for the application of the Bible to the understanding of
Islamic narrations?

Materials and Methods
The current study employs a descriptive-analytic methodology to investigate the role of the Bible in understanding Islamic
narrations, utilizing a comparative-holistic approach.

Research Findings

A review of the research conducted on the interpretation of narrations and Hadith indicates that commentators and scholars
have occasionally alluded to the Bible for the interpretation of Quranic verses and Hadith, referred to in the review of
literature section of this study as a general background. Upon searching the various databases of scholarly articles, the
authors found that no independent study is presently available on the concept of biblical contributions to the understanding
of Quranic verses and Hadith. In other words, there is a deficiency in the existing body of knowledge related to the
research topic, and the current study is, in fact, exploring a novel area with little to no prior work.

In addition, the findings of the study indicate that biblical propositions are classified under three distinct categories of
“pro-sentences”, “contrapositions”, and “false propositions” as compared to propositions in Islamic logic. Qualitatively,
such propositions are not supposed to have an independent and/or separated function concerning other criteria when it
comes to the understanding of Islamic narrations. In terms of quantity, these propositions require full and subject-driven
inclusion.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions
Considering the results of the present study, it can be concluded that:

1- Not all sections of the Bible are distorted (subject to Tahrif); instead, the “pro-sentences”, “contrapositions”, and
“false propositions” found in the Bible may be duly applied to the understanding of the concepts shared between biblical
statements and Islamic narrations, proportionate to their themes;

2- The biblical propositions and statements need to play the role of an analogy, having no independent function
compared to other criteria when it comes to the understanding of narrations; and

3- To apply the Bible to the understanding of Islamic narrations, all relevant propositions must be collected to form a
comprehensive biblical collection regarding the related concept. This method should be employed when interpreting
Quranic verses and Hadith so that the Bible can be used most completely and accurately for the understanding of the
narrations.
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